American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies

Session Proposals for the

49th Annual Meeting

Orlando, FL -- March 22 – 25, 2018
 Must be submitted by E-mail to: asecs@wfu.edu no later than May 15, 2017
DEADLINE FOR RECEIPT OF PROPOSALS: MAY 15, 2017 to asecs@wfu.edu
Proposed Title:__________________________________________________________________________________

Organizer’s Name(s) and Affiliation(s)________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address:_________________________________________________________________________________ 
SESSION FORMAT:  Paper session_____  Roundtable_____  Other (explain)_____________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION (NOT TO EXCEED 200 WORDS) Session proposal should include: purpose of the session, questions to be explored, issues to be addressed, justification (if this is a session that repeats from the prior year).  Text should encourage interdisciplinary and/or focus on more than one national literature, field, etc. 
See next page for seminar (session) guidelines.    

Excerpts from the ASECS Handbook on the Annual Meeting

II. 
Guidelines for the Committee on the Annual Meeting

B. 
Any member, caucus, or affiliate society may propose a seminar for the Annual meeting. Caucus are allotted two (2) guaranteed slots; affiliate societies one (1) guaranteed slot; and regional societies are not guaranteed any slots unless they are meeting jointly with ASECS.
C.
The Local Committee shall make every effort to see that at least one-third of the sessions on the program deal with disciplines that are underrepresented by ASECS membership. The Committee shall also consider presidential forums and board sponsored sessions of general interest as well as other imaginative formats.
E.
All decisions of the Committee with respect to proposals from the membership are final.   

F.
Proposals for sessions must be sent to the ASECS Business Office each year by May 15.  The Local Committee will select the sessions to be presented at the Annual Meeting by July 1st.   The ASECS Business Office will immediately circulate a call for papers to the membership.  Members will have until September 15 to submit papers and proposals to session chairs in response to the call, and seminar chairs must submit completed sessions to ASECS Business Office by September 30.  Completed sessions should include any audiovisual equipment that will be needed.  

III. 
The Conduct and Procedures of Sessions
A. The proposer or proposers of a session shall be members of the Society, and the person designated as chair of the session, if different from the proposer, shall also be a member of the Society.  Participants on the program of a seminar must be ASECS members by December 1.  Those participants outside of the United States need to become a member of ASECS or to belong to a constituent society of ISECS. Likewise, plenary speakers are not required to become ASECS members. 

B. All participants must register for the Annual Meeting.  
C. The aim of session organizers should be a coherent program rich in cross cutting debates and audience participation.  ASECS envisions a variety of formats for the conduct of individual meetings, e.g. forums on interdisciplinary or on disciplinary or pedagogical issues, reviews of changing fields and timely topics, presentations of work in progress, debates, discussions of major books that changed the field, sessions of scholars from abroad, round table discussions, performances of dramatic scenes with discussion, conversations with authors, mini-exhibits with commentary and discussion, sessions arranged to take advantage of the meeting site's architecture and local 

resources or the meeting's exhibits and performances, and sessions devoted to discussions of contemporary media (film, exhibitions, theatre) that present the eighteenth century.

D. The length of a seminar will not exceed 90 minutes.  The chair is responsible for seeing that all speakers receive equal time to speak and that there is ample time during the session for discussion. 

E. No person may present more than one paper at a single annual meeting or appear more than twice on the program excluding participants in plenary sessions and winners of the Innovative Course Design Competition. This means that in addition to presenting a paper, a person may also serve as either a session chair, a respondent, OR a session discussant.  A person who does not present a paper may serve in no more than two of these other capacities.  It is not permitted for a session chair to present a paper in his/ her own session.

F. No person may propose papers to more than two sessions, and in all cases of double submission, the submitter must inform both session chairs.  If a submitter does not inform both session chairs, they will have the right to decide between themselves in which session a paper will be presented or if both papers will be excluded entirely. 

G. The standard format for a session is three speakers and a chair; other formats are encouraged and welcomed.  

H. If a seminar is composed of papers, no more than one-third may be solicited by the proposer until the membership at large has had an opportunity to submit abstracts or papers.  Pre-circulation of papers, at least among panelists, is highly desirable. Chairs must submit complete descriptions of their sessions by September 15.  Seminar chairs are reminded that all papers received up to the deadline MUST be considered.  It should not be announced that the session is closed prior to the 15 September deadline.  

IV. 
Publication of Papers Delivered at the Society's Annual Meeting
A. One of the Society's major publications, the annual Studies in Eigh​teenth-Century Cul​ture, exists primarily 

to publish the most outstanding or other​wise distinguished pa​pers read at the Society's Annual Meetings, 

as well as at annual meetings of its affiliates. 

