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THE SIXTH FAIRFAX HOUSE SYMPOSIUM IN GEORGIAN STUDIES
YORK HILTON HOTEL & FAIRFAX HOUSE
FRIDAY 19 OCTOBER 2018
Registration & coffee 09.00-09.40
09.40-10.00
WELCOME & INTRODUCTORY REMARKS
HANNAH PHILLIP, DIRECTOR, FAIRFAX HOUSE
DAVID ESTERLY: OPENING ADDRESS 
guest-presented in absentia by MARK STOREY
10.00-11.00
PANEL 1. Research papers session A: ‘Image and Realisation’
Chair: Terry Suthers FRSA DL MBE, Chairman of Fairfax House and former CEO of Harewood House
Dr Claudine van Hensbergen, Senior Lecturer in Eighteenth-Century English Literature, Northumbria University
‘That Matchless Statue of His Majesty’: Gibbons’ statue of Charles II for the Royal Exchange, London (1684)
Charlotte Davis, PhD candidate, History of Art, University of York 
Rediscovering the ‘inventor et sculpsit’ of Restoration carved art
Dr Lucy Cutler, Independent researcher and art historian
Gibbons and Dutch still life painting
Interval & comfort break 11.00-11.20
11.20-12.20
PANEL 2. Research papers session B: ‘Concept and Creation’
Dr Sally Jeffery, Independent architectural and garden historian
Grinling Gibbons’s chimneypiece commissions for the Duchess of Buccleuch
Dr Francis Sands, Curator of Drawings and Books, Sir John Soane’s Museum
Grinling Gibbons as a master of two dimensions
Followed by discussion and question time for Panels 1 and 2.
12.20-13.00
GUEST SPEAKER: 
DAVID LUARD, sixteenth- and seventeenth-century woodwork conservator and specialist in the carving of Grinling Gibbons
Grinling Gibbons: Observations of a Conservator
Lunch break 13.00-14.00
14.00 - 15.00
KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 
ADA DE WIT, Assistant Curator, Wallace Collection


English and Dutch woodcarving in the age of Grinling Gibbons
15.00-15.50
PANEL 3. Object narratives session A: ‘Craft and Context’



Harriet Lewars, City & Guilds of London Art School
The colour and discolouring of wood carving
Tony Webb, Master Carver of St Paul’s Cathedral (retired)
The last of the big studio workshops (presented in absentia by Dr Ralph Harrington)
Elin Bornemann, Collections Officer, Abingdon County Hall Museum
The Grinling Gibbons mirror at Abingdon Museum: what we know and what we
don’t know
Dr Jeanne Neuchterlein, Reader, University of York
‘Subject’ and ‘ornament’ in the work of Grinling Gibbons and 16th-century German sculptors
Tea & Coffee Break 15.50-16.10
16.10-16.50
PANEL 4. Object narratives session B: ‘Life and Death’



Dr Cordula van Wyhe, Senior Lecturer in History of Art, University of York
Dead Meat in Focus: Gibbons’s garland in the drawing room at Sudbury Hall, Staffordshire
Emelia Quinn, DPhil candidate and Wolfson Foundation scholar, Faculty of English Language and Literature, University of Oxford
Still life and still live: Grinling Gibbons’s struggling birds
Dr Greg Sullivan, Independent scholar specialising in British sculpture
‘The first name of any eminence in sculpture’: Allan Cunningham’s Life of Grinling Gibbons (1830)
16.50-17.00
CONCLUDING REMARKS


PROFESSOR JASON EDWARDS, History of Art, University of York
18.00-19.30
EVENING DRINKS RECEPTION and PRIVATE VIEW at Fairfax House
‘Notes from the Carver’s Bench’: an invitation to eavesdrop at Gibbons’s workshop door – this illustrated talk and live performance will be given by LYNDA SAYCE, one of Britain’s leading lutenists and co-author with David Esterly of He was Likewise Musical: An Unexplored Aspect of Grinling Gibbons.
The Fairfax House Symposium in Georgian Studies
The Fairfax House Symposium in Georgian Studies is an annual event organised by Fairfax House in York. It brings together museum professionals, academics and others with an involvement in the study and interpretation of the period c.1688 to c.1830 to explore, through the presentation of papers and discussion both formal and informal, a particular theme in eighteenth-century history, society and culture. Each year the theme of the Symposium is related to the subject of a major exhibition held at Fairfax House.
The 2018 Symposium organisers are Hannah Phillip (Director, Fairfax House) and
Prof. Jason Edwards (University of York).
2013: ‘Symbolic visual cultures of Jacobitism 1688-1800’
2014: ‘Fashion, function and ornament: accessorising the long eighteenth century’.
2015: ‘Retail realms: shops, shoppers and shopping in eighteenth-century Britain’
2016: ‘Polite and Impolite Pleasures: Entertaining the Georgian City’
2017: ‘Crafting an Enlightened World: Patronage & Pioneers’
York Hilton Hotel: Tower Street, York YO1 9WD (01904 648111)
Fairfax House: Castlegate, York YO1 9RN (01904 655543)
Contact the Symposium: fairfaxhousesymposium@gmail.com
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